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No.17. ‘TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 194 


[Abstract:] Asks value of the Lepton or Widow’s Mite, & for explanation of coin. 


Cedar Falls, lowa 
June 15, 1896 


Director of U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia 


Dear Sir — 


I have in my possession a coin which the “Standard” dictionary describes as a Lepton, or 
Widow’s Mite. It corresponds exactly with the pictures of the obverse & reverse sides. 

It was found by a little girl near the Shell Rock river in Cerro Gordo Co. [Indiana]. I write 
you to ask if you know of any modern copy of this ancient coin having been made. 

Is the “Lepton” a very rare coin? About what is its value? I mean its present value as a 
rare coin. An answer to these questions from an authority will be greatly appreciated. (I am 
presiding elder of the Cedar Falls District - M.W. Church.) 

Yours truly, 

F.M. Coleman 


[Note enclosed from the Mint Cabinet Curator: ] 


The plate of the coin that corresponds with yours in “Standard Dictionary” is a Jewish 
coin of John Hyrcanis [sic: John Hyrcanus], who immediately after the murder of Simon 
Maccabeus, assumed the dignity of High-Priest, B.C. 135-106. It is a half-chalcius, equal to one 
gerah. They are not very rare, can be obtained for 25 cts. to $1.00. 

The Standard Dictionary is in error, in regard to W.E. DuBois. He was never Director of 
the Mint and was not authority for the statement of the Standard Dictionary. 

According to Mr. DuBois the “Widows Mite” was a Greek Coin. We have one in the 
Mint Cabinet; it has a diameter of 3/16 of an inch, and weighs 10 grains. It was found among the 
rubbish of the Temple grounds, by Dr. Barclay, long resident in Jerusalem and author of “The 
City of the Great King.” By him it was presented to the Mint Cabinet. A visitor at the Mint saw a 
similar piece in Jerusalem and tried to obtain one, but on account of its rarity, did not succeed. 

The Lepton was a Greek coin. Not Jewish. Much smaller than the smallest Jewish Coin. 
Mr. DuBois believed that the Lepton was the “Widow’s Mite,” because the bible said so. 


[Ed.— A Greek chalcius was a small copper coin equal to one-eighth of a silver obol. Thus a 
“half-chalcius” was one-sixteenth of a silver obol. (Robert Hussey. An Essay on the Ancient 
Weights and Money, and the Roman and Greek Liquid Measures. Oxford. 1836. p.114.)] A 
Jewish gerah (a grain of carob seed in Akkadian) was equal to one-twentieth of a traditional 
Canaanite shekel or 0.54 of a Greek obol (Attic/Eubolic standard) or approximately four chalcii.] 


